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(@) Prof. Snouck Hurgronje SI& The Moslem World of Today
P ACE:

“The idea of a league of Human Races has indeed been
approached by Islam more nearly than by any other: for the
league of nations founded on the basis of Mohammed's
religion takes the principle of the equality of all human
seriously as to put other communities to shame."

races so

(%) Mr. Gibb Zuvi Whither Islam cy K e}jb: Islam has still
the power to reconcile apparently irreconcilable elements of
race and tradition. If ever the opposition of the great societies
of the East and the West is to be replaced by co-operation, the
mediation of Islam is an indispensable condition.
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“We cannot deny that the conception of brotherhood in Islam
transcends all barriers of race and nationality, a feature which
does not characterize any other religion."

(®) Sir Thomas Arnold JCeT:

“Islam which claims the allegiance of seven hundred million
souls is the only solution for all the ills of the world. ...For it
is in Islam only that the idea of a real material league of
nations has been approached in the right and practicable
way.”

(F) “cdTrETS IR A @M afeffag” AreTerp wJws
e AR e SR NeeeeR WER <Rk
TR bR o=id fCRGE WIfSeGs Mr. Macanangi So¢b
Y. 38 TN UG TS RS (T ¢SN & =0 | O
T e Scar fomem I e Sfofd | Tdsreiedt et O[T
DFEI-GF IRGAM! ITRANOMFETP R ANGS (<] 2oy
FIEA | ORI WOTS [E FEE @, NG JECACT NPT
VREOIR 7w IR [ SeeAbe Sfeife | 58 o= woeF A=
(ARET, ©IRITS JRATS AT, MR 74 FR” 1. NErees ¢
AT 2300 N IR | AT FE, @2 FHF G0 APF O
TozR fiee e 239, TRE T ST WAF -0 S
AR 77 2T GR (FEAS THCH SRS R A AR TR
AT T NS RG] FAFIACH D S FHT 2309 |
TS TP 0-3-d5COR OR GIGH SCARP FNS Sfofe
Q0 FICAR AR Frfam BRices:- 1 am extremely hapPz to

have been a guest in the home of the religious leader and to
view the activities of a great festival as is taking place. We
are appreciative of your wonderful hospitability.
Sd. Robert w. Fowler.
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No view of the modern world is complete without an
understanding of Islam. To understand Islam, we must
understand Muhammad —as prophet and man . More is known
about Muhammad’s life than that of the founder of any other
major faith, yet his story is frequently misunderstood even
deliberately distorted.

_Sunday Times, London.

(®) IoWw *orw W g wETe  gifoglm  Karen
Armstrong ©F @@ MUHAMMAD : PROPHET FOR
OUR TIME (Great Britain, 2006) &g <=1, Most Muslims
point to the extraordinary pluralism of the Qur'an, which
condemns aggression and sees all rightly guided religions as
deriving from the one God. We have a long history of
Islamophobia in Western culture that dates back to the time
of the Crusades. In the twelfth century, Christian monks in
Europe insisted that Islam was a violent religion of the sword,
and that Muhammad was a charlatan who imposed his reli-
gion on a reluctant world by force of arms; they called him a
lecher and a sexual pervert. This distorted version of the
Prophet's life became one of the received ideas of the West,
and Western people have always found it difficult to see
Muhammad in a more objective light. Since the destruction of
the World Trade Center on September II, 2001, members of
the Christian Right in the United States

and some sectors of the Western media have continued this
tradition of hostility, claiming that Muhammad was
irredeemably addicted to war. Some have gone so far as to
claim that he was a terrorist and a pedophile.
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We can no longer afford to indulge this type of bigotry,
because it is a gift to extremists who can use such statements
to "prove" that the Western world is indeed engaged on a new
crusade against the Islamic world. Muhammad was not a man
of violence. We must approach his life in a balanced way, in
order to appreciate his considerable achievements. To
cultivate an inaccurate prejudice damages the tolerance,
liberality, and compassion that are supposed to characterize
Western culture... Paradoxically, Muhammad became a
timeless personality because he was so rooted in his own
period. We cannot understand his achievement unless we
appreciate what he was up against. In order to see what he
can contribute to our own predicament, we must enter the
tragic world that made him a prophet nearly fourteen hundred
years ago, on a lonely mountain top just outside the holy city
of Mecca... Unless Western civilization intellectually and
socially, politically and economically, and the Christian
church theologically, can learn to treat other men with
fundamental respect, these two in their turn will have failed
to come to terms with the actualities of the twentieth century.
The problems raised in this are, of course, as profound as
anything that we have touched on for Islam.

The brief history of the twenty-first century shows that
neither side has mastered these lessons. If we are to avoid
catastrophe, the Muslim and Western worlds must learn not
merely to tolerate but to appreciate one another. A good place
to start is with the figure of Muhammad: a complex man, who
resists facile, ideologically-driven categorization, who
sometimes did things that were difficult or impossible for us
to accept, but who had profound genius and founded a
religion and cultural tradition that was not based on the sword
but whose name "Islam"-signified peace and reconciliation.
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